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Creativity and modern fl air breathe new life 
     into an old barn with good bones 
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AmAzing glAss: the Hawleys decided to incorporate a clerestory 
architectural feature, which is any high wall beyond eye level with a band 
of narrow windows along the very top, to bring further visual interest to 
the design.  usually rising above adjoining roofs, the classic purpose is to 
allow outside light, fresh air, or both into inner spaces. Here, the special 
uV coated windows with their foursquare design also provide continuity 
and rhythm among others selected throughout the home.  
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here was a time not so long ago in our communi-

ties when people knew their neighbours by name, and the 
houses they stepped out of were a diverse, appealing blend 
of architectural styles and sizes.  Nevertheless, somewhere 
along the hurried drive to the homogeneous suburbs, paying 
attention to the value of individuality was seen as too quaint 
and stalled out along the side of the road.  That philosophy is 
counterintuitive at The Village, an “architecturally-protected, 
master planned community” near Niagara-on-the-Lake.   

Homes are in close proximity to the walkable avenues, 
creating a sense of inclusion; welcoming, curved streets 
wind around and congregate toward a central core; struc-
tures retain a differentiated, unique look, yet mingle nicely 
together in their semblance.  

With such a feeling of authenticity here, the former barn 
structure of John and Liz Hawley perfectly suits this small 
village setting.  Their relaxed, comfortable residence gives 
the impression of always being in this exact spot.  In truth, 
that is not the case.  

An inspiring stAge: choosing to keep the barn’s origi-
nal elevation in the current living room area, southern yellow 
pine in 12-inch wide plank was ordered directly from a mill 
in North carolina for its flooring.  the double-sided, open 
flame fireplace (retrofitted for gas) sits significantly in this 
large expanse and its solid chimney helps aid the support 
structure of the house.  

FArm Friendly: liz always likes to incorporate animals 
into her design vignettes for a touch of whimsy and flair.  
Various animal folk art, sculpture, and ornamentations em-
bellish choice places throughout the home…and spots you’d 
least expect!  the flourishes spark endless conversation and 
inspire almost a gallery atmosphere to the home.
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guiding light: salvaged from an old cathedral by a 
picker liz knows in the business, the elaborate light fixture 
above the dining table makes a stunning showpiece as you 
first walk into the home. light coloured mill-planed wood 
was used on the ceiling to create desirable contrast with the 
darker, aged crossbeams.

This century-and-a-half-old barn-turned-abode 
was located in the Puslinch area, near Guelph, by Mel 
Shakespeare of Tradition Home, desconstructed and 
catalogued with all of its pieces numbered, then final-
ly reassembled by traditional craftsmen on site.  Fin-
ished in 2001, its conversion took about eight months 
to complete.

And while the effort it takes for such an undertaking 
may seem extreme to some, you really can’t argue with 
the “good bones” of any antique architecture, and this 
wonderful example had them inherently in spades.  “We 
like the idea of reusing old structures primarily because 
you can’t replicate very old hand-hewn beams,” relates 
John, and a barn can be regarded as one of the first in-
stances of true “open concept” construction.   

Architect William Dewson from Toronto assisted 
the Hawleys in expressing the barn’s historic character 
alongside fundamental modern necessities, like slyly 
disguising all duct work, plumbing and electrical amid 

recent heydAy: rustic grasscloth wall coverings on 
some of the interior walls pay pastoral homage to the dwell-
ing’s earlier use, but also offer a contemporary urban charm. 
Wall to wall shelves are tucked neatly under a horizontal 
hewn beam in the upper living area and give ample display 
space for assorted treasures.  
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“gould-n” discovery: the fortuitous Fonthill find of an 
antique gould leslie limited metal sign (gould is liz’s maiden 
name and her family owned the Niagara-area business) is now 
prominently displayed on a lower beam.

BArn BeAuty: this former rural structure harmonizes 
beautifully with its surrounding homes. Especially eye-catch-
ing from the street at night, the top row of windows presents 
a tantalizing peek at its illuminated interior trusses.     

immovable timber beams.  The house is an abundant 2,500 square 
feet on the ground floor, a hayloft area adds another 750, and there 
is a finished basement with soaring ten-foot ceilings.     

Their biggest challenge on the project was to preserve the integ-
rity and to stay accurate to the internal layout of the barn, which 
involved leaving the posts and beams where they were previously 
and finding a way to fit a living arrangement into it.  “That’s one 
reason why the master bedroom ended up being in the original 
hayloft,” John explains.  For every problem encountered, there 
needed to be a workable, creative solution.

Equally daunting and desirable, the timeless nature of a barn 
also lends itself to a menagerie of possible design choices and di-
rections, and the homeowners have taken advantage of this free-
dom with an eclectic flight of imagination.  “Liz’s design style has 
always mixed the old with the new.  Old things have many stories 
to tell and it’s like they’re having a dialogue with new things in our 
house and we’re observers,” says John.   

Her tasteful finds are the gems collected from a lifetime spent 
sourcing anything and everything.  She is the owner of Liz Hawley 
Designs in Niagara-on-the-Lake, a veritable marketplace of ex-
ceptional items for purchase or rental to designers and the pub-
lic alike.  And together, the couple have fashioned a captivating 
union – surprising, colourful design inspiration wrapped in the 
timeworn beauty of traditional ambiance.  

But ironically perhaps, the aspect surpassing all others in this 
restored barn is the one thing not on display and not found on 
a planner’s blueprint; the generous ceiling elevation provides an 
amplified, church-like acoustic quality the Hawleys love to enjoy 
with family and friends. “It’s most gratifying to sit in the living 
room and listen to music fill the house as light pours in from all 
the clerestory windows,” says Liz. “It’s extremely peaceful and re-
juvenating.”  NMI
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