
A dormer addition at the back of the house 
completely integrates with the existing roof-
line and architecture. Squaring off a side upper 
deck creates a covered terrace across the en-
tire exterior, allowing a generous opportun-
ity for outdoor dining and entertaining.
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Parkway 
Perfection

UNIFYING PAST CHARM WITH PRESENT STYLE, BOULEVARD DESIGN 
BUILD MERGES BOTH INTO A PICTURESQUE NIAGARA PARKWAY RESIDENCE.   

BY CHRISTINE DARRAGH  PHOTOGRAPHY BY TOMASZ MAJCHERCZYK

Designer Sandra Kenney believes her greatest source of inspiration 
is always the vision of her clients. Ever true to this motivation, Bou-
levard Design Build, Kenney’s boutique firm with offices in Toronto 
and Niagara-on-the-Lake, was the perfect complement to transform 
an exceptional, early 1900s house on the Niagara Parkway into a 
beautiful juxtaposition of historical and contemporary architecture. 

The clients had already been looking at Niagara waterfront proper-
ties for over a decade, waiting patiently for the appropriate motivat-
ing opportunity to make the move and establish a Niagara residence. 
Drawing immense inspiration from this particular home’s allure, with 
its incomparable location overlooking the water, ensconced by the 
escarpment’s natural splendour, the choice spoke to them and it was 
largely an emotional decision to make it theirs. 

Although it had been previously suggested the owners tear the 
house down and totally rebuild a more current structure instead, 
“The clients really wanted to retain the charm and feel of a traditional 
Craftsman style exterior and create a completely new, comfortably 

elegant, functional interior in the style they prefer,” explains Kenney. 
The chance to tackle such a task was intriguing, and this de-

signer was keen to explore all of the architectural possibilities, 
making sure to maintain the existing footprint, outer character and 
timelessness, while assimilating a warm, inviting, open concept 
and well-designed heart for the homeowners. 

“Most clients are very emotional about their homes, and it’s cru-
cially important to treat them and their homes with a great deal of 
respect,” Kenney relates, and reaching this client’s favoured vision 
was no exception. 

The exciting potential for this custom project swiftly lead to an 
extensive list of obvious objectives and ‘must haves.’ Attaining 
full benefit from one-of-a-kind river views and impressive garden 
surroundings at every feasible vantage point seemed vital, as was 
eliminating the undersized, choppy room configuration in order to 
maximize the natural brightness streaming in each direction. 

Another major complication was the confining dilemma of notice-

A subtle colour palette and clean finishes, like 
the custom stone, honed Grigio Selene marble 
fireplace surround, reflect and harmonize amid 
the natural environment circling the property. 
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ably low, 7ft. second floor ceilings, and achieving the desired effect of visually raising the ceil-
ing on the main level higher than its 8ft. elevation. Optimizing an ample, voluminous design 
and carefully utilizing all available space on both levels could prove a real challenge. 

The only feasible way to realize these aims would be to take out any unnecessary walls and 
completely rebuild internally and externally, allowing the home to be lovingly restored, up-
dated and filled with distinctive details and finishes, producing an individual, private retreat.  

The design process commenced in January 2012 after the home was purchased in Decem-
ber. However, as the home is a protected waterfront property along the Niagara Parkway, the 
project needed the review and approval of The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 
before submitting the building permit application, with the Building Department also requir-
ing the consent of the town planner for suitable heritage and urban design.

When the permits were issued in June 2012, the extensive renovation started right away 
and the project was completed by December of that year, just in time for a Christmas move-in.

“This was a very aggressive timeline given the scope of work, but we were able to accom-
plish it with a great deal of focus and planning, a tight work schedule, excellent trades and 
committed co-operation between everyone involved,” points out Kenney. 

The already attractive exterior was carefully reconstructed, including a bellcast roof with 
3ft. overhang, decorative rafter tails, prominent corner boards and classic cedar shake siding. 
All were either remade or returned to their former glory to preserve the early 20th Century 
residential features of the quaint, appealing Niagara-on-the-Lake ambiance. 

Front windows were given a redesign to grant more prominence, but they still remain con-
sistent to their original style, adding elements such as corner caps and trim that strengthen 
the look and do not detract. Likewise, solid glass panels line the back of the house, with some 
being floor to ceiling to fully integrate the garden and patio living space for entertaining, and 
to take advantage of the fantastic river views. 

By removing the interior walls and using structural beams, it became possible to acquire a 
completely unobstructed main floor, where previously, the living and dining room, kitchen, 

TOP A rustic, soft grey dining tabletop, fashioned 
in reclaimed wood formerly from MGM Studios, 
makes an entertaining showing on a contempor-
ary chrome base. RIGHT TOP The original sol-
arium, now used as a delightfully divine home 
office, finds new favour as an extension of the 
fresh, spacious interior. RIGHT MIDDLE Cus-
tom cabinetry by Stalree Cabinets, made from 
exotic materials such as Macassar Ebony, Sapele 
Mahogany and walnut, combine perfectly with 
Brazilian Arabescato marble on the kitchen is-
land and Organic White Caesarstone counter-
tops. Custom stone by Crystal Tile and Marble.
RIGHT BOTTOM European white oak hard-
wood flooring in an oiled finish leads to the 
floating staircase flaunting open risers, grey 
stained oak treads, and a stainless steel hand-
rail atop the glass stair rail. Multiple step level, 
in-wall lights help illuminate the ascent.     
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solarium and foyer had all been closed in. Scrapping a staircase going from the kitchen to the 
second level and changing the basement access to below the main staircase, further helped re-
claim much needed valuable space behind the kitchen. The homeowners now have the extra 
convenience of a butler’s pantry, wine fridge, main floor laundry and powder room. 

The renovation includes an upper level dormer addition at the back of the house, creating 
a magnificent master suite and bath with a walkout to an intimate, enclosed terrace and river 
overlook. As well, a cloistered third level loft was torn out to accept a more generous second 
floor, featuring dramatic cathedral ceilings in keeping with the original roofline and giving a 
fresh spin on ‘loftiness.’ 

Thanks to the newly earned double height elevation, a large skylight above a floating stair-
case allows natural, unobstructed light to shine in from the peak, flooding the entire top floor. 
A graceful, airy glass railed catwalk and a glass bridge to a bordering guest bedroom also act as 
the upstairs landing, ensuring highly craved light reaches the main floor of the home. 

“The key to this renovation is space planning,” Kenney remarks, “and configuring how to 
make things work within the margins of the existing structure.” 

“The original square footage was approximately 2,950 sq.ft, including the third floor loft. 
After the transformation, there’s a slightly smaller footprint at about 2,850 sq.ft, but with effi-
cient use of space, it feels much more spacious and the layout is now functional and attractive. 
Every square inch of this residence is maximized in the open concept on the main floor and 
the redesigned second floor layout, so a complex project like this requires a lot of trust and 
confidence in your designer, as well as the trades working on the home.”

Happily, the homeowners adore the impressive outcome, exclaiming, “The traditional exte-
rior exudes subtle elegance and the contemporary interior is just so unexpected; it’s modern, 
but very warm and relaxing. When we walk through the door, we are immediately taken by a 
sense of calm and serenity. We love the light and the way the house breathes.” 

And for designer Sandra Kenney, she too can breathe easy, after once more successfully 
achieving the idyllic vision of her clients.

ABOVE A glittering Moooi Raimond chandelier ac-
centuates the magnificent cathedral height ob-
tained by removing the third floor loft and retaining 
the original roofline. RIGHT TOP The economy of 
space extends upstairs, with the installation of 
built-in wardrobes in the three bedrooms. Not  
only do they look more attractive, they are more 
efficient in terms of storage and take up less area 
than the previous closets. RIGHT MIDDLE  
A bright, ample feeling permeates the entire 
house, thanks to the space opened up on the 
second level by a suspended catwalk and a large 
skylight above. The sunny spot also makes an ele-
gant gallery for selections from the homeowners’ 
contemporary art collection. RIGHT BOTTOM 
Overnight guests are treated to their own lavish, 
private luxury in the home’s guest bedrooms. 
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