
With its eye-catching, cantilevered concept, 
Todd Barber of Forestgreen Creations ac-
complishes a truly spacious, airy abode for 
the Martin family of Fonthill amid an encom-
passing canopy of foliage and wildlife.

IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO CREATE A  BUZZ, JUST DO WHAT DESIGNER TODD BARBER OF 
FORESTGREEN CREATIONS HAS RECENTLY DONE. HIS LATEST WORK, A WHIMSICAL, 

DARING AND INSPIRED PROJECT, PLAYFULLY DUBBED ‘THE TREEHOUSE,’ IS TURNING 
HEADS FOR ITS COMPELLING INGENUITY AND HIGH-REACHING STYLE.
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On Top of 
the Town
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Hovering high among the treetops with an uncommon, cantilevered design, this newly-com-
pleted revelation is both a contemporary sight to behold and a stretch of engineering know-
how, lifting the eye aloft to realize its distinct charm amid the serene environment.

Idyllically located on the pastoral outskirts of Fonthill, the house is swathed by farmland 
and a surrounding forest alive with wildlife and is in close proximity to Lookout Point Golf 
Club and St. Johns Conservation Area.  

The distinctive residence is constructed in an open meadow near the edge of a protected 
pine forest, giving the owners the desired feeling of truly living among the secluded scenery. 
Also, the choice to incorporate a dark colour palette for the outside of the home lets it blend 
subtly with its habitat, and minimal landscaping around the exterior doesn’t hinder the exist-
ing beauty circling the perimeter.

Its peaceful and historically rich setting was the former site of land originally owned by 
the Lathrop family, operating as a working farm throughout the mid-1900s until the existing 
farmstead burned down in 2006. 

“The idea of a house up in the trees came from the best use of this land,” remembers Barber. 
“The 50-acre property is densely planted with countless evergreens, and in order to effectively 
capitalize on an overview of the property, I came up with a tall house where they could see 
over the trees.” 

Likewise, with the homeowner’s wishes being a large garage/recreation area, a separate 
wing for kids and guests, and a special area for the parents, it made sense to accommodate 
their personal interests into individual areas, so it was a natural decision to arrange the house 
into stacked boxes.

To attain this feat, it boasts a large cantilever off the front which forms a canopy covering 
for cars at the front door, acting as a “porte cochere,” and the necessary V-shaped bracing 
extends from a large foundation in the ground to the underside of the third floor. These sup-
ports remain visible as they pass through the second floor bedrooms, making an intriguing, 
architectural element.

LEFT PAGE The house’s penthouse level perch 
mixes minimalist decorating with magnificent 
views of the entire property. A Marquis Cove fire-
place, Alpina PurParket hardwood flooring and a 
custom-made couch also lend a cozy, cocooned 
atmosphere. ABOVE Expansive floor to ceiling 
custom windows frame and reflect the spec-
tacular backdrop so, naturally, environmental 
considerations factor in. Geothermal heating/
cooling are used, and the house achieves an 
EnerGuide 80 plus rating for energy efficiency.
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“The structural steel frame that creates the house is clad in Thermapan panels, which we 
used to encapsulate the steel and concrete skeleton for convenience while incorporating high 
R-values, and it’s a uniquely engineered assembly where the second floor is actually hung from 
the third floor frame,” Barber explains.

Additionally, the bold design made for a challenging build, and it required using special-
ized lift equipment to access the perimeter of the building. Barber recalls, “When it came to 
installing large 10x10-foot windows weighing over 2,000 pounds a piece, we needed to bring in 
a particular machine that could lift the incredible weight, extend over 80-feet high, and articu-
late on the end while holding the window to be able to install these over the swimming pool.”

An interesting, functional layout is evident from the moment you step into the curious 
abode, where a 2,000 square-foot ground level allows for easy entry and provides access to the 
ample garage, recreational room and workout room. However, rather than unfurling a rope 
ladder to climb skyward, a main staircase and an elegant elevator provide much handier — 
and more practical — access to the premises.

Hoisted artfully on top of the home’s structural beams, the floating staircase and landings 
made from Sapele wood are attached with aircraft cables and allow unobstructed views to the 
outside from all three sections.

Within the second level, there is a lounge area, four bedrooms, two bathrooms, laundry/
kitchenette, and an adjacent roof top terrace is another stunning 2,000 square feet beside an 
8x48-foot lap pool. Meanwhile, the upper floor/penthouse contains the alluring sanctuary of a 
master suite, powder room, den, main living room, full kitchen, and an advantageous attached 
balcony to appreciate clear views of Niagara Falls.

Taking approximately four years to complete, the project planning began late 2010 and 
construction finished in autumn 2014.   

This time span was in part due to a corrective change of plan. Forestgreen Creations was 
originally commissioned by the client to update and design their St. Catharines area residence, 
located on Hillcrest Ave. in the Old Glenridge neighbourhood. After working on the venture 

ABOVE The homeowners sleep in peaceful, 
eco-minded slumber, knowing all roof run-
off water is collected and reused to maintain 
the pool and water plants, and no soil was re-
moved from the site during construction. 
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for a couple of months, it became clear the existing structure and yard couldn’t feasibly suit 
their expansive wish list. 

With this in mind, Barber set out to truly fulfill his client’s desires and discovered the fantas-
tic rural lot in Fonthill. Translating a vaulted vision into a sketch nicely demonstrating how to 
capture the tranquil, undisturbed nature of the property alongside the essence of their objec-
tives, the wheels were set in motion to make the move.

Shortly thereafter, in the summer of 2011, they made the mandatory application to the Ni-
agara Escarpment Commission and started its lengthy approval process where careful criteria 
had to be satisfied. Accepting this unavoidable delay, once the development permit was in 
hand in the spring of 2012, project engineering and costing was finalized and construction 
eagerly began in January 2013. 

“It was a slow go,” Barber admits, “especially due to the extreme winter weather in 2013. Most 
of the upfront labour involved architectural-grade concrete work for the elevator shaft and swim-
ming pool, and this masonry work was very challenging in the bitter cold and snow!”

The ‘outlandish’ outcome is one the homeowners couldn’t be more pleased about. “We 
dreamed of building a contemporary home which captured some of the indoor/outdoor living 
features we enjoy in South Africa,” they share. “In creating our dream home, Todd was able to 
blend it into the surrounding trees with the generous use of warm wood features throughout. 
His choice of large windows on the penthouse level gives the impression of living in a tree-
house, granting unique views of the forest and its furry residents. He clearly understood our 
vision and made the dream a reality. This house is a true representation of his eye for design 
and attention to detail.”

Although the preliminary stages proved a bit daunting, Todd Barber and his team pressed 
on, and he stresses the steadfast importance of having both long-range vision and exceptional 
planning in place to confidently carry through any design and construction process.  

“Look to the end in the beginning,” he muses assuredly.
And in this case, you also have to look up. Way, way, up…

BELOW Cambria counters sit atop pale wal-
nut laminate and high-gloss white cabinetry for 
a clean cooking workspace. Miele appliances 
with a wine cooler and Enomatic wine dispen-
ser were a must for a collection of vintages.    
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