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Remember the name Mariannie Ompoc. 
Exceedingly gifted, ambitious and engaging, this Niagara sing-

er/songwriter is the whole package, and she’s finally getting her 
tuneful chance to capture the broad attention her incredible talent 
duly deserves. 

Having spent time forging her true musical identity, at the age of 28 
she has written and produced a long anticipated seven-track solo EP 
of introspective, terrifically memorable songs. It’s set to hit the streets 
end of June. Singing since she was four years old at church and other 
venues, she penned her first song at 14, has co-written with renowned 
producer Mark Berry (Duran Duran, Billy Idol, David Bowie) along 
the way, and collaborated with other groundbreaking artists such as 
Long Island, New York’s MC MeccaGodZilla.   

Ompoc best describes the EP as a “nostalgic, passionate and con-
fident” homage to the soul, R&B and pop manifestations that influ-
enced her youth, and to singers who entranced her with their own 
style and sense of personal voice. “Singers like Aretha Franklin, Whit-
ney Houston, Marvin Gaye and Ann Peebles, among many others, 
can all sing one song, even the same song, and somehow tell the story 
differently from each other through their vocals,” she says. 

This fascination led to careful listening on Ompoc’s part; she 
wanted to know how these singers actually sang, and imitation of her 
idols became her sincere form of flattery. Luckily, she didn’t have to 
go far to find encouragement and musical ability in her own family 
as well. Her grandmother, whom she lived with growing up, was a 
classically trained singer who also had to approve any of Ompoc’s 
secular, non-church music selections. “I would tape record the radio 
using my Walkman at night while everyone was asleep and listen to 
it the next day,” she confesses, “so I guess it was also my defiance that 
cradles my ambition to sing!” 

Her first single, Fly, is a soaring, angelic anthem, combining strings 
with an up-tempo drum beat written, mixed and produced by Om-
poc herself, having learned the necessary skills at Toronto’s The Audio 
Recording Academy to become self-sufficient in the studio process. 
Fly is available on iTunes.

The EP’s title, 1993, is a defining reference to the personal event 
that altered her young life, her family’s emigration to Canada from 
the Philippines when she was nine years of age and the enormous 
pain of missing her first home. “I used to cry myself to sleep at night 
and would ask my mom when we were going home,” she now re-
members. “As time went by, the realization that my life was here in 
Canada was molded by my adaptation to my new surroundings.  

The pain lessened and the memories became distant. This EP is very 
much entwined with those emotions.” 

The reflective songs she included in the final product are the deep 
distillation of many feelings used as invaluable inspiration over the 
years. “Songwriting for me is a medium I can explore in order to 
make sense of things, so it was very difficult to write and release 
these songs because they are all very personal to me in some way,” 
she explains. 

One of the most intimate expressions is a song called Let It Go, 
written for her estranged father. Learning over time to reconcile his 
absence from her, the song’s heart is a highly emotional lyric Om-
poc feels can also be related to universally: Cross the line/Swallow 
your pride/And fight the tide/I've grown up now/And I have loved/I 
am everything you couldn't be. 

Both the sweet and sour of life’s experiences have melded together, 
forming a philosophy of hope for Ompoc and a message she wishes 
she could’ve told her younger self about the road ahead. "You are 
fine the way you are. Your mistakes and failures are essential to your 
success. The things you can't change will make you a better person 
if you let it; the things you can change will either get you somewhere 
you never wanted to go, or get you somewhere you always wanted 
to go. Either way, life still goes on and there will always be another 
crossroad during your journey. Just be happy you can experience it 
all…the good and the bad."

It was the good fortune of being a FACTOR grant recipient (The 
Foundation to Assist Canadian Talent on Records) that’s enabled 
her to really take this debut in the direction she felt it needed to 
go, allowing her freedom to not work in a creative vacuum, and to 
gain an objective crew of seasoned pros to support its production. 
Committed to partnering with other homegrown talent from this 
area, she enlisted the services of Rabby Teng and Dave Deguire of 
One Ink Studios, in St. Catharines. The duo are the up and coming 
engineers who helped to craft and produce two of the EP’s tracks, 
including Let It Go, the song that won her the FACTOR grant. 

Uplifted by the massive effort and dedication it took to complete 
this project, Ompoc is infinitely optimistic the release will take 
flight and do grand things for her intended musical path. “This may 
seem to overreach a bit,” she says hesitantly, “but I'll be quite blunt, 
I'd like to win a Juno and a Grammy in the future, since recognition 
from your peers is important. But above all else, I just want to be 
doing this until I physically can't anymore!” NM
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