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PALATIAL GEM 
The grand lower level pool is truly a spa-like experience, 
complete with water features, a sauna and open air shower. 
Designed to feel like an oasis overlooking the adjacent ravine, 
bi-folding doors can be opened up through the summertime 
to bring the outdoors in, and fully closed during cold, winter 
months. Splash detection and video monitors in the pool area 
help ensure everyone stays safe.
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A spectacular realization of what can be called the “transitional 
style,” this home strikes a graceful balance between a modern and traditional 
look, where tailored lines and simplified elegance live harmoniously. 

The homeowners are a young couple that desired a stunning and function-
al home in which to raise their growing children and share with their large, 
extended family. Though their tastes were extraordinary, they preferred a 
residence whose frontage felt unassuming; therefore, the rear elevation of 
the home actually reveals its true grandeur. 

Against this backdrop, tiered landscaping complements the sloping prop-
erty and private ravine beyond, and permits a walk-out basement with an 
indoor pool. The exterior of the home is Arriscraft Renaissance stone with 
stucco for a classic, European style, adorned by custom wrought iron rail-
ings, copper turrets and an abundance of additional copper detailing. >>

Creativity, collaboration and attention to 
detail combine to produce a home that’s both 
stunning and functional for a growing family

NMI-FALL 2012 72pgs.indd   27 10/19/12   3:52:59 PM



28      NIAGARA INTERIORS  fall | winter 2012

OUT OF SIGHT PLEASURES 
Especially when using attractive, traditional wainscoting in central areas, classic 
details should never be glaringly spoiled by modern conveniences. Dell Smart 
Home Solutions takes required gizmos and gadgetry and expertly integrates and 
co-ordinates them, with one obvious benefit to this technology being the elimina-
tion of unsightly wall switches and TV boxes throughout the house. The lighting 
system is centrally controlled and adjustable for various situations by sleek, pro-
grammable keypads, and all audio visual electronics get their signal from hidden 
boxes, leaving a clean, uncluttered look everywhere in the home. 

PHOTO 
Cutline cutline

PHOTO 
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CHERRY PEEKING 
The main floor study boasts unbelievable craftsmanship with panel work from 
floor to ceiling, done in solid cherry hardwood for the character of a private and 
refined library. All work completed on site by CroMade Cabinetry. 

WRAP IT UP 
An upper terrace from the master bedroom takes aerial advantage of the vista 
and looks over the Niagara Escarpment. This outdoor seating area with Cyprus 
wood ceilings and tiled floors has remote controlled screens that seemingly 
slide out of the arched beams above, making it a useable three-season room. 
Likewise, interior motorized window shade screens circle the entire home to 
manage solar gain. 
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THE PAMPERED CHEF 
The spacious eat-in kitchen is visually open to the adjacent family room and 

provides an ample mudroom and a large, walk-in pantry to the sides. Working 
with a generous mahogany centre island and quartz counters on every surface, 
Tom Zivcic from CroMade Cabinetry also custom designed and handcrafted the 

span of “face frame” cabinets using traditional millwork methods.

And while the outside features allow for the beautiful and low 
maintenance living the homeowners wanted, other comfortable 
and unique décor fine points abound within the interior. Not a 
single detail was overlooked in this 4,400-square-foot dream 
home.

Of particular note are the chosen finishes. Limestone and 
marble tile and hickory hand-scraped hardwood flooring are 
used throughout the home, alongside the extensive use of archi-
tectural wood detailing—including extra large trims, custom wall 
and ceiling panelling, interior solid wood eight-foot doors, and 
curved wood archways—exuding a stately, majestic atmosphere 
and craftsmanship.  

Distinctly spacious and open, the home also resembles a va-
cation getaway with its inviting spa-like amenities, indoor pool, 
gourmet kitchen, alfresco living spaces and exquisite furnishings. 

Commencing in August of 2009, the actual construction took 
about 18 months to complete, and the execution of the plan 
proved to be an impressive, adaptable journey. “The success of 
this project was born of an ability to make changes right through 
the building process in order to satisfy the homeowner’s prefer-
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LAVISH AND LUXE 
The sumptuous master bedroom with ensuite was envisioned as a pri-
vate respite from everyday stresses. A carefully planned layout benefits 
from panoramic views and has easy access by French doors onto an 
elevated back terrace to enjoy gorgeous sunsets. Outfitted with lavish 
fixtures, a frameless glass walk-in shower, private watercloset, and tiled 
with marble throughout, it also bestows a wealth of floor to ceiling 
cabinetry, providing plenty of needed storage space.

“CARRIE” ME AWAY
His and hers dressing quarters each maintain a unique, boutique 
sophistication: hers is done in a high gloss, fashionable finish with 
custom glass door fronts, his is completed in classic wood for an old-
world look. Inspired by Carrie’s closet from TV’s Sex and the City, the 
homeowner’s dream was to have that same panache, while putting her 
own personalized spin on it. >>
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905-892-5756, 155 Hwy. 20 East, Fonthill, 
StarTileCentre.com

Hardwood, Bamboo & Cork 
Porcelain, Stone and Ceramic

Carpet / Laminate / Vinyl flooring

unique selection

craftsmanship

Design

Visit our showrooms
for great decorating ideas and expert advice

Niagara’s only importer and distributor of tile and stone, 1,000,00 sq.ft. in stock at wholesale prices

ences,” relates Yvonne Hendriks of Homes 
by Hendriks. “Also, sourcing out the high-
end materials that suited their tastes and 
lifestyle, ensuring quality, longevity and 
beauty, was essential,” she adds. 

And the due consideration has reaped 
great returns. A 2011 award nomination 
for outstanding custom home by the On-
tario Home Builders’ Association now 
validates that this new residence is indeed 
a prominent accomplishment for the Ni-
agara Region. 

A satisfied homeowner describes the 
design, the process and the finished dream 
to Niagara Magazine’s Interiors: 

The Objective
“This design process took many years, 
prior to construction, but by choice. We 
worked with a wonderful and patient ar-
chitect, Michael Allen. We drew inspira-
tion from homes we saw in Florida, and 
even Oakville. Since we were not in a rush, 
we took our time with different layouts be-
fore deciding. We finally decided to build 
as our family grew; we have two boys. The 
eldest is nearly four and the other is 18 
months, with future plans for another. We 
moved in and had the baby the next month, 
which made for an amusing move!”  

The Process
Builder: “Ron Hendriks of Homes by Hen-
driks is a wonderful builder and person; 
he’s very patient and accommodating. Any 
changes or delays on our part were met 
with understanding by him and his crew 
and he always personally ensured the qual-
ity of the construction every step of the 
way. As well, his foreman Rudi was fabu-
lous and meticulous. He was a real plea-
sure to work with.”

Interior Design 
“We worked with Wendy Edwards of 
Edwards Designs. She and her team were 
exceptional and involved with everything 
at all stages. She’s very patient and she 
understood how to make our dream a 
reality; she made both interior and exte-
rior design a breeze. We actually looked 
forward to our meetings with her because 
they were so much fun!” 

The Results
“As you can surmise, the theme here was 
patience! My wife and I were very involved 
and constantly tweaked things, which 
made patience invaluable. It was a true 
collaboration between my wife and I, the 
architect, the builder, the designer and the 
principal contractors.” NMI
For supplier list see source guide page 69

NMI-FALL 2012 72pgs.indd   32 10/23/12   12:39:15 PM

creo



