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A WAll-to-WAll Welcome: The open front foyer cries  
out for a dramatic focal point, so Parker commissioned 
Niagara-born artist Paul Gosen, who has worked exten-
sively in the area doing large-scale murals for residential, 
academic and commercial clients.“It really is a key wall 
that calls for something impressive and striking; it needs 
a strong impact, and at the same time, work for going 
down the stairs with a railing,” Parker notes. Often col-
laborating with architects and designers on distinctive 
features, this piece by Gosen calls to mind the essence 
of the home’s surrounding natural landscape.

f you could revisit the professional choices you made 20 years 
ago, would they be the same ones you’d make today? Interest-
ingly for designer Lex Parker, those choices have proven to be 

right on the mark the second time around. He was given the unique 
opportunity of returning to a custom home his firm, Lex Parker 
Design Consultants, first designed and built in 1990, after its newest 
owners found his original drawings in the basement along with other 
paperwork and decided to enlist him for its next incarnation. 

Knowing their desire for someone who could help them freshen up 
the interior and exterior and also understood the house design, Parker 
was more than willing to rethink his former project and delve into 
a revamp. Although he doesn’t usually seek out residential renova-
tions, preferring instead to design from a home’s preliminary stages, 

the serendipity of his previous involvement was undeniable. “It was a 
chance I didn’t want to pass up,” he now says, “since I’d wanted to get 
back in here to see it after the fact.” 

The occasion of seeing it again was gratifying, noting that—apart 
from its furniture—little had changed inside the two levels of approx-
imately 4,000 square feet in the intervening years, and he was pleased 
with the timeless appeal of the overall design. The sightlines of the 
rooms added visual interest; there were no passé bulkheads to remove; 
the custom-designed baseboards and trim moldings Parker had done 
two decades earlier had a select profile, making them look stylishly 
contemporary. Structurally speaking, the space still felt very “right.”   

From this starting point, an effort to modernize finishes and create 
a pass-through from a partitioned kitchen area to the adjoining dining 



the Big ReveAl: A generous island with a com-
fortable dropped height cooktop and Cambria 
quartz counter by Quartz Co. is a true center-
piece, set off by clever lighting around its perime-
ter at floor level for emphasis. The warm charcoal 
of the quarter-sawn ash cabinetry veneer was 
custom laminated to MDF substrate using con-
cealed edging and soft-stop drawers throughout. 
The facing grain is intentionally matched horizon-
tally across all doors and drawers, a subtle but 
imperative elevation to the design. 
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Design DiRection: Designer Lex Parker advises: 
Always be mindful of elements that have a pattern 
and mirror them accordingly. The marble Parker 
used on the fireplace mantel and surround is cut 
from the same slab to reproduce the veins and 
colour striations on each side. Paying attention to 
these design touches will add necessary balance 
and visual symmetry, whether perceived con-
sciously or unconsciously by the observer. 

BRight iDeAs shine: While keeping aspects that 
already worked in the home, others were collab-
oratively decided to improve upon. All new, efficient 
LED lighting was a must to adapt to current, eco-
friendly times. The visual highs and lows of soft 
task and ambient lighting were incorporated by 
attentively placing recessed pot lights to align and 
angle with the activity below. 

32      NIAGARA INTERIORS  spring | summer 2012



33   spring | summer 2012 • niagaramag.ca

room—both necessary to reverse the consequences of a previous 
owner’s weakness for wallpaper and a misguided, substandard 
pre-fab kitchen installation after the initial build—soon morphed 
into something else. 

Inspiration hit when Parker did the required drawings next to 
some concept sketches of bigger plans for what might be achievable 
in the space. His proposal: By taking out a dividing wall, swapping 
the kitchen and dining areas, and enlarging the existing windows 
down to floor level, the layout opened up more possibilities and 
significantly changed the general feel of the main living area. The 
enhancement would allow the owners to more fully enjoy the 
home’s most frequented rooms, and that was a major improvement 
too beneficial to ignore. 

The remodelling equally provided the opportunity of making 
the outdoors more visible to the whole interior experience. Over-
looking scenic Short Hills Park, the environment was an accom-
modating backdrop for the natural materials and earth tones 
they wanted to introduce to the new design. Ample amounts of 
stone—beautiful, polished marble, limestone, and quartz—
were chosen to unify the kitchen and living room, and corre 
sponding cork flooring in the high-traffic area integrates the related 
shades into a versatile light charcoal colour. As well, all of the 
home’s existing skylights had mirror added to their surface depth, a 

favourite trick of Parker’s to gain additional light and the reflective 
ambiance of a varying atmosphere.   

ubtle architectural details make all the difference, he 
asserts, and the choice to emulate similar lines found else-
where, such as vertical or lateral facets, relates a greater 
sense of purpose and intention for a design. Now in this 
instance, connecting travertine tile delineates the outside 

of the living room floor for definition, while a rectangular ledge of 
drywall added on the ceiling creates a lofty imitation for the seating 
area below. This same echoing of form is used above the kitchen’s 
centre work area, to give design repetition between the two rooms.  

“When there is an architectural element present, it’s important 
to use layers of detail, so every time you come back you see the 
overall, but also another level of something different and it always 
remains fresh.” 

Finished near the end of 2011, this particular home’s renovation 
has served as a satisfying career signpost along Lex Parker’s 40 years in 
the industry, verifying his belief that if you rely on good practices and 
quality materials, first-rate design will endure the test of time.  NMI

For full list of suppliers on this job, see source guide page 77


