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Kitchens are king in the design 
world. And with a visionary 
design and aesthetic sensibility, 
Distinctive Designs transforms 
kitchens, baths and bars into 
luxurious, functional and stylish 
living spaces truly fit for a king.

“I am living my dream by 
making the dreams of others 
come true,” effuses owner Anne 
Lennard-Otto on why she con-
tinues to be excited by her role in 
this industry.

“We use a unique process in the 
kitchen renovation business and 
it has great results for the people 
that trust us to transform their 
spaces,” she shares. “We keep 
things stress-free, we facilitate an 
easy transition from old to new, 
and we do it all with the client’s 

this concept is at a premium. She 
then took her valuable know-how 
and applied it in a position with a 
local Niagara home builder as their 
liaison between decor manage-
ment and on-site construction, 
until the opportunity to work in 
the specific field of kitchen design 
presented itself in 1989. 

“I looked at how I was called 
upon to do my job when I wasn’t 
running the show, and with years 
of experience, I saw better ways 
to get the results clients were 
seeking. With 13 years now under 
my belt at the helm of Distinctive 
Designs, I can say confidently, 
every employer, client and design 
experience has guided me to 
today,” she explains.

And it’s become a full circle, 
rewarding enterprise. Although 
immensely proud of achieving 
recognition for all of the 23 awards 
and accreditations her company’s 
garnered, some extra special 
achievements are winning both 
the Niagara Entrepreneur of the 
Year Innovative Small Business 
Award and the Ontario Home 

needs at the forefront.” 
With honest and open 

communication paramount in 
the entire equation, a love for 
superior design, distinguishing 
decor, efficient organization and 
beautiful cabinetry also adds 
substance to the exceptional exe-
cution. “We live our business, and 
we know how important the right 
solutions are for our clients. It’s a 
pleasure to work with the people 
we do; it’s undoubtedly the most 
fulfilling part of my job.” 

Working in the construction in-
dustry for many years, Lennard-Ot-
to first developed a critical, innate 
understanding of space planning 
while completing a Marine Draft-
ing and Technology apprenticeship 
at the Port Weller Dry Docks where 

Anne Lennard-Otto and her team at the 
award-winning Distinctive Designs don’t 

just design kitchens; they transform spaces.

Distinct by Design

Builders’ Association’s Award for 
Most Outstanding Kitchen Renova-
tion in 2010, as well as being one 
of five national finalists at the Can-
adian Home Builders’ Association 
Awards to be held in April. 

The kudos are affirmation of a 
job well done, readily proving the 
“distinctive” quality her company 
name is based on and which is also 
found in the details of each project, 
as she insists a commitment to 
every client’s vision comes first.   

“Knowing your client, learning 
their lifestyle and understanding 
their vision is what makes the 
real difference,” Lennard-Otto be-
lieves, “and it’s the key to success 
in a space. You could ask any of 
the people we have worked with 
how true to their vision the new 
kitchen is, and they will all tell 
you their creative ideas, matched 
with our expertise, brought about 
results they couldn’t even im-
agine would be so ideal. We are 
very proud of our work.” 

So what is her learned advice 
for helping find the correct solu-
tions in anyone’s surroundings? 
“If it doesn’t feel right, it isn’t. De-
sign is something that makes you 
feel good. It’s the ‘wow’ in your 
home, and the thing you walk in 
the door to after work, reminding 
yourself why you work so hard. 
Never compromise your renova-
tion in the hands of someone you 
can’t trust. The end result is never 
worth it!”

QUICK FACTS 
Anne Lennard-Otto 
Distinctive Designs  
distinctivedesigns.ca
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LEFT Recently finishing a project 
for Budget Environmental on 
Sherman Avenue in Hamilton, 
Alyssa Wieske converted a 1946 
hydro building into well-designed 
offices, maintaining historic ele-
ments while breathing innova-
tive life into the workspace. 

Todd BarBer 
Forestgreen Creations 
forestgreencreations.com 
Forestgreen Creations has busily 
crafted truly individual homes, 
buildings and landscapes since 
it was founded by Todd Barber 
in 1991. Located centrally within 
the Niagara Peninsula, this Font-
hill design and project manage-
ment company has designed and 
built some of the most talked 
about and admired properties 
throughout the Golden Horse-
shoe and parts of the U.S.  

“We pride ourselves on creat-
ing timeless designs and perma-
nent structures,” Barber says, 
acknowledging an astute ability 
to “think outside the box” is a 
Forestgreen hallmark. With such 
boundless vision, comes bespoke, 
personalized service. 

“We are willing to take risks 
and stretch the limits of what is 
possible, since we construct many 
of our own designs and stand 
behind them, so we know how 
far we can go,” explains Barber, 
noting one client, Westcott Vine-
yards in Jordan, recently found 
an antique Ontario barn and 
“wrapped” it around a modern 

winemaking facility which now 
merges beautifully in the estab-
lished landscape.

Harmonious integration is a 
key characteristic in Forestgreen’s 
designs, by incorporating a fluid 
blend of indoors with outdoors 
and planning interesting spaces 
to take advantage of all opportun-
ities for privacy, fantastic access-
ibility and breathtaking vistas. 

”Design is how we create our 
physical world,” Barber relates. “It 
gives us the opportunity to review 
challenges from multiple angles 
and approaches, and to limit or 
eliminate regrets. Without design, 
we would not have change.” 

alyssa Wieske 
Wieske Design
wieskedesign.com 
As creative director, visionary and 
namesake of Wieske Design, Alys-
sa Wieske is intricately involved in 
the conceptual design develop-
ment of each project. “I have 
always loved walking into a space 
and seeing its potential,” explains 
Wieske, prompting the start of 
her own design firm in 2011, the 
same year she won a personally 

validating Stantec Award for Most 
Outstanding Design. 

With a fresh mission to 
compose modern and func-
tional spaces, she focuses on 
commercial design, ensuring each 
outcome is unique and tailored to 
the client’s specific needs. 

Recently finishing a project 
for Budget Environmental on 
Sherman Avenue in Hamilton, 
she converted a 1946 hydro 
building into offices, maintaining 
historic elements while breathing 
innovative life into the workspace. 
“It was really great to see the 
restoration of an old, abandoned 
building, since I’ve always had a 
passion for architectural detail in 
historic and modern builds.”   

She’s also convinced working 
in the Hamilton area provides a 
great vibe and has much to offer 
young designers. “Hamilton is 
up and coming!” says Wieske, 
adding the remarkable buildings 
found downtown are gorgeous 
and it’s a joy to see people tak-
ing the time to restore and reuse 
them. “The details you see in 
these spaces are not something 
you find in a new build, and 
combined with a modern design, 
the result is especially unique 
and absolutely stunning!” 

Brenda rouTery 
Interior Works Inc.
interiorworks.ca
The solid foundation of a success-
ful business has to be client satis-
faction. If you don’t accomplish it, 
everything else perched on top is 
futile. Brenda Routery, principal 
designer and owner at Interior 

Works Inc., abides by this opinion, 
especially after 20 years of work-
ing closely with clients to exceed 
their expectations and find their 
perfect, quality design solutions. 

For Routery, there’s a creative 
crossroads where practicality 
and beautiful meet — mixing 
re-invented pieces with new fur-
nishings, higher priced items with 
bargain finds — and she finds 
constant delight in the juxtapos-
ition these extremes provide. 

At Interior Works’ Burlington-
based design firm, a focus on fine 
custom cabinetry is a distin-
guishing service. Together with 
contractor and cabinetmaker hus-
band Dave, they operate a design 
showroom and on-site workshop, 
making enduring treasures with 
the help of local trades, craftsmen 
and associate designers.

A basement renovation in 
Oakville garnered the firm a Gold 
Award with CDECA, a Canada-
wide design and decorating asso-
ciation. This project had Routery 
and her team providing extensive 
millwork, cabinetry, furnish-
ings and decorating, including a 
must-have performance stage. It 
all resulted in an immensely func-
tional and inspired space for the 
family, and now the clients have 
also become great friends.

“Good design is a matter of 
personal style,” Routery shares. “It 
needs to be inviting, comfortable, 
practical and easy to live with. If it 
works for you, I believe it’s good. 
And when our clients tell us 
our work has made a difference 
and really changed their lives, it 
makes our day so rewarding!”

Details3.indd   31 2014-03-11   3:16 PM


