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Together
letslandscape.ca

Mike Haunton, owner of Let’s Land-
scape Together, knows having a solid 
starting point is a key component 
to a successful project. “A proper 
landscape design is THE single most 
important part of the entire land-
scaping process,” he shares.

At his company, every project be-
gins with a professionally produced 
plan of attack. “Our consultants work 
with you to discover your needs, 
desires and anticipated vision. Once 
this stage is complete, our landscape 

designers take over. One of our 
designers will survey your property, 
taking photos and measuring every-
thing to ensure your design is 100% 
accurate for your property.”

A comprehensive design un-
doubtedly provides accuracy for 
construction and installation, as 
well as serving to ensure everyone 
knows what to expect from the 
outcome. Some surprises are great, 
however cost increases due to 
improper design and last-minute 
changes during construction are 
not, and can be avoided at the 
earliest stage. “Plan your work and 
work your plan,” as the old saying 

Let’s Landscape! goes, Haunton testifies.
Such individualized attention 

given to each client has driven Let’s 
Landscape Together to much suc-
cess since modest beginnings in 
1996, and they now design, build 
and maintain award-winning land-
scapes from Mississauga to Hamil-
ton/Burlington, and all surrounding 
points in between.

Currently, he and his team do 
about 200 projects a year in various 
shapes and sizes, but all are treated 
the same, says Haunton. Although 
a massive commercial undertaking 
is a lot different from a small, cozy 
terrace, both have merit and are 
regarded as highly individualized 
ventures because he can always 
relate to the happiness he finds in 
his own backyard.

As a result, Haunton takes the 
commitment of being invited into 
peoples’ spaces very seriously. “I 
was born and raised in Burlington 
and I love the area. Landscaping is 

about people and their families, and 
I enjoy seeing the positive changes 
we make to their lives and personal-
ly getting to know our clients. A new 
patio, a pool or even something as 
basic as a new shade tree can have 
an enormous effect.

“Style-wise, I like my designs 
and projects to have a clean, simple 
look at first glance, but as you look 
closer, the details come out and 
craftsmanship is revealed. I have 
a list of favourite plants which are 
good performers in our climate 
and, given the option, I prefer to use 
natural stone for walls and paving, 
as well as chunky wooden beams 
and posts for structures.”

Admitting things have come a 
long way in the 30-plus years he’s 
been involved, advancements in all 
aspects, from plant selection and 
hardscape choices to more com-
plicated items like electronics and 
outdoor architecture, have helped 
evolve the industry to new levels. 
“Incorporating cabanas, external 
additions, and even renovating an 
attached garage into an outside 
room connecting the interior of a 
home to the landscape, have be-
come more popular and offer end-
less possibilities,” he relates.

Consequently, his best advice for 
clients comes back to nailing down 
the basics the first time around. 
“Plan your project for what YOU 
want, not what a designer wants in 
their own portfolio. There’s noth-
ing wrong with doing a project in 
stages properly the first time, then 
adding those special features or 
goodies later when the budget 
permits.” 

Above everything, Haunton 
continues to feel gratified just to be 
in this industry, and it’s been a very 
personal, worthwhile endeavour.
“Over the years we’ve received 
many acknowledgements, from 
Reader’s Choice to Landscape On-
tario Award of Excellence awards, 
but I’ve never really been about 
that. It’s nice to be recognized, but 
I prefer a handshake and a ‘great 
job’ from a client.”

For Mike Haunton and his team, it’s attention 
to detail that has earned them the trust of their 

clients and the awards to go along with it.

 “Style-wise, I 
like my designs 
to have a clean, 

simple look 
at first glance, 

but as you look 
closer, the details 

come out and 
craftsmanship is 

revealed.”

B Y  C H R I S T I N E  D A R R A G H

Mike Haunton, owner of Let’s Landscape 
Together, knows having a solid starting point 
is a key component to a successful project.
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they were able to design a space 
that met their expectations. By con-
necting French doors off the dining 
room to the side garden, raising a 
sunken patio, installing curved stone 
walls, a water feature and appealing 
arbours, it maximized the space in a 
way never previously enjoyed. 

And this creative couple knows 
it doesn’t take a huge property 
to make a big impression. With a 
thoughtful eye, the smallest city gar-
dens can be the most effective. 

“Structure, or the ‘bones’ of a gar-
den, especially if there appear to be 
none, should be the first item exam-
ined. A designer will see your prop-
erty through fresh, yet experienced 
eyes, so don’t be afraid to ask for 
advice – it’s what we’re there for!”

CANDY VENNING  
& SIMON MANGAN
Venni Gardens
vennigardens.com

Working together the past five years 
as Venni Gardens, and with over 
35 years of experience in the field 
between them, Candy Venning and 
Simon Mangan are busy revitalizing 
urban landscapes throughout the 
Golden Horseshoe.

“Locally, we’re greening public 
and unused spaces, bringing aware-
ness about the need for native 
plants, planting trees and beautifying 
neglected parks, such as the Powell 
Park cleanup with the leadership 
of Environment Hamilton and The 
Hamilton Naturalists Club. This is 
our guiding ethos and certainly very 
rewarding work,” exclaims Candy.

“Residentially, the best design 
shows a real connection to the land, 
the client and a sympathetic rela-
tionship to the home. You should 
feel good when you look at it, and it 
should calm the senses while having 
a bit of playfulness, a little intrigue,” 
the duo believe.

In an area so lush and diverse 
with escarpments, waterfront, 
ravines and historic homes, they’re 
constantly surprised by the hidden 
beauty of their clients’ properties.

A recent client in St. Catharines 
approached them in desperation, 
having tried two previous landscap-
ing firms without success, because 
their house was attractive, but 
entirely at odds with the unusually  
shaped lot. Through careful con-
sideration and detailed stonework, 

SHERRY HAYES
Landscaping With Style 
landscapingwithstyle.
on.ca

Exuberant and creative, Sherry 
Hayes has been engaging her cli-
ents in an individualized landscape 
design experience since starting 
the Hamilton-based Landscaping 
With Style in 1996. And she has 
encouraged this perennial partici-
pation with helpful tips and advice 
through appearances on CHCH’s 
Morning Live, Cable 14 Hamilton 
Life, and writing weekly articles 
for the Hamilton Spectator’s New 
Homes section.  

“Having clients actively involved 
in the process ensures a personal-
ized design and successful out-
come for everyone, the end result 

being a beautiful outcome they’ve 
taken a contributing role in and an 
area that can be enjoyed by many 
for many years to come.”

Looking for the extraordinary 
aspects in each project enables her 
to stretch the boundaries on certain 
properties as the opportunity arises. 
“One of my most interesting designs 
involved the very thing that makes 
our area unique. Clients requested 
the option of exposing the actual es-
carpment rock in their backyard. To 
my delight, we discovered the back-
yard fill was shallow and the natural 
escarpment rock sat quite close to 
the surface, perfectly complement-
ing the forested green space directly 
behind to create the feeling of a 
northern retreat in the city.”

And while projects may range 
from quite straightforward to ex-
tremely intricate, a well-laid out and 
scaled landscape design plan con-
templates a variety of areas the nov-
ice may not realize or understand. 
Hayes reasons, “A house isn’t built 
without a plan. Why would a front or 
backyard be any different?”

With this special attention comes 
a refreshing change from the or-
dinary. “I don’t believe in ‘cookie 
cutter’ designs. Although it’s easier 
and faster, it means your work be-
comes predictable. I like to change 
up even the simplest of elements,” 
says Hayes.

“I would say my style is I don’t 
have a style! That means I choose 
not to repeat my designs from prop-
erty to property. I guess the common 
thread becomes individuality for all!”

DOUG GLANCY
Kiva Landscape 
Design Build
kivalandscape.com

“Our name, Kiva, is a native North 
American word for a gathering 
place, and this is what we create. 
Whether the space is to be used for 
intimate get-togethers requiring 
cozy, peaceful rooms, or parties 
needing larger-scale settings, it’s 
important to know how a client will 
use their space so a design can fit 
their lifestyle,” says Doug Glancy, 
owner of Kiva Landscape.

Going into their eighth season, 
Glancy knows he couldn’t ask for a 
more beautiful canvas to work on 
than the picturesque Niagara Region.

“The clients here are amazing. 
There’s such a spectrum and many 
are retirees, around Niagara-on-
the-Lake and Port Dalhousie, in par-
ticular, who are investing in unique 
properties or spending the time to 
custom-build homes. They’re look-
ing for a designer who can blend 
an equally creative landscape into 
their property, and I love the con-
nection I make when a homeowner 
allows me into their vision and I can 
help them realize their dreams; so I 
would say our biggest accomplish-
ment is customer fulfillment.” 

With a thriving business based 
mostly on personal referrals and 
very little advertising, it’s evident 
Kiva’s approach is not just meeting 
expectations, but surpassing them. 

“Most of our projects have a mod-
ern edge to them: sleek and contem-
porary. Even a traditional-style home 
concept may have modern features, 
like linear stepping stones or a 
concrete and steel water element, 
but we are always trying to find new 
ways to define a space and keep cur-
rent with trends in materials.”

And Glancy proves good design 
is more vital today than ever, as 
homeowners use their exterior 
spaces in myriad ways. 

“My advice is to keep your layout 
and plant pallet simple. Focal points 
and ‘wow’ factor can still be added 
without overwhelming your design. 
Make sure you allow generous space 
for sitting areas and permit access 
through the landscape. A space may 
look large at first until you fill it with 
outdoor furniture and accessories!”

In an area so lush and diverse with escarpments, water-
front, ravines and historic homes, Candy Venning and 
Simon Mangan of Venni Gardens are constantly sur-
prised by the hidden beauty of their clients’ properties.
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